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striking success. The Germans were retiring
fast. Notes had been passing swiftly between
their government and that of the United
States (Oct. 7-8; Oct. 12-14). Germany was
becoming anxious for peace, but played for
time and endeavored to evade the Fourteen
Points set forth by President Wilson. Mean-
while the Allies continued to advance. In the
north, where the Americans of the Thirty-
seventh and Ninety-first Divisions had been
withdrawn from the Argonne, they were
helping to clear Belgium from the coast,
while in the east the drive against the enemy's
rear was further imperilling his position.
Having made a breach in the Freya line, the
last German 'Stelling,' on Oct. 24, the Ameri-
cans began to bombard the Germans' main
railway. On Nov. i the French on their left
freed Neuchatel and Vouziers. The next day
they themselves seized Buzancy. Then, as the
French pushed on towards Mezieres, they
swept down on to Sedan. They were swing-
ing soon towards the Moselle ready to en-
velop and reduce Metz in case the enemy
proved more courageous than Austria, which
had followed Turkey's example and signed an
armistice on Nov. 3.

On Oct. 27, 1918, Germany declared that
she would entertain a peace proposal. On
Nov. 9 the German Emperor, William n.,
abdicated and the Crown Prince renounced
his rights.

European War, 1939, started Sept. i,
1939 with the invasion of Poland by German
troops; two days later England and France
declared war on Germany. The ostensible
cause of the war was the insistence by Dic-
tator Adolph Hitler that the free city of
Danzig and the Polish Corridor should be re-
turned to Germany. The Treaty of Versailles
had created Poland from portions of Ger-
many and Russia. To provide the new state
with an outlet to the sea, the so-called Polish
Corridor, between Germany proper and East
Prussia, was given to Poland. Danzig, at the
Baltic end of the Corridor, the population of
which is predominantly German, was made a
free city under the control of the League of
Nations, giving the Polish state the unre-
stricted use of a large Baltic harbor. On sev-
eral occasions in the spring and summer of
1939 Hitler had announced his intention of
re-incorporating Danzig in Germany. He also
demanded a five-mile-wide right of way
across the Corridor, joining Germany with
East Prussia. Early in August, 1939, when
Hitler became more insistent in his demands,
both England and France issued declarations

that they intended to follow to the letter
recently-made treaties with Poland, which
called upon them to give her armed assistance
against German invasion of Polish territory.
Late in August the world was startled with
the announcement that Soviet Russia and
Nazi Germany had signed a mutual non-ag-
gression pact.
The Polish Theater. From East Prussia
one German force swept down on Grudziadz.
In four days it met another German army
sweeping east across the Corridor, cutting
the line of the Warsaw-Gydnia railroad. Also
from East Prussia went a mechanized column
toward Mlawa and Pultusk. From Breslau
an army was launched toward Lodz, Kieice,
and Cracow. From Slovakia two spearheads
swept north through the Jablonka Pass and
over the steep Tatras. Overhead hundreds of
German bombing planes hurled death and
destruction from the skies over villages, cities,
railroads, bridges, highways, and the retreat-
ing Polish army. So great was the speed of
the motorized German forces and so superior
were they in equipment and munitions that
within ii days of the opening of the cam-
paign, almost the entire western half of Po-
land was isolated. At that time the Polish
army was still bravely hanging on to War-
saw and a part of the army was still fighting
around Lodz. However, the German forces
from the south had met their army from the
north, east of Warsaw, and, although their
lines had not been strengthened sufficiently to
prevent the filtering through of refugees, it
was apparent that it was only a question of
days before the pocketed Polish armies
would be forced to submit under pressure of
arms or hunger. In the meantime, while the
Germans, with Hitler closely following the
army, were moving further toward the east,
Russian troops began to mass on the Polish
border. On Sept. 17 the Russians crossed the
frontier. They swept west and in two days
met the advancing Germans. The Germans-
immediately began to retire and an agreement
was reached between the two invading forces
as to what parts of the stricken nation each
was to hold pending final settlement of a
boundary. Russia, whose invasion was only
slightly opposed, held approximately 3/5 of
Poland, including valuable oil-producing
lands. The Germans held the western 2/5 in-
cluding Warsaw, which, though suffering aw-
ful destruction of civilian life and property,
did not surrender until Sept. 29. On Sept. 20
Hitler announced that the Polish campaign
was ended except for some "mopping up."